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FAREWELL DEAR 12TH 
GRADERS

Julio 2020
It seems only yesterday when I first received you in Pre-School. So many years have 
gone by since you became members of this school!  I have seen you grow, mature, and 
go through many different stages throughout your young lives. 
The moment has come to say goodbye, a moment full of sadness for all.  I am going to 
miss you and will never forget you.
Special memories will remain of all those years that we spent together.  I love each of you 
very much and although we will be separated by distance, we will remain united in our 
hearts.
Today, with mixed emotions, I observe as you leave with all the knowledge, dreams and 
ambitions in search of your passion.  May this new step take you beyond the unimagina-
ble.  Go places where we know you will soar.
I wish you the best of success in you chosen careers. 

Teacher Claudia

“Let go of yesterday, 
let today be a new be-
ginning and be the best 
that you can, and you´ll 
get to where God wants 
you to be”.  Joel Osteen
This chapter commen-
ces with promo 2020, 
seniors starting school, 
nothing felt different, but 
we soon realized that 
this was it, our “last first day” and that we are 
headed to the finish line.
It´s strange to look back and see how much 
we´ve grown.  We will soon get our diplomas 
that will prove we did it; we will have made 
it.  We all have huge expectations for this 
year; some of us desire to get in a top col-
lege, others want to have the best grades, 
and others just want to make up their minds 
on what to study.
“For me school has been such a difficult jour-
ney.  We´ve all come a long way to get to this 

High school, for many, 
is a pivotal point in our 
lives.  Granted, most of 
us don´t believe these 
years will really help us 
down the road, we might 
think that we won´t ever 
use the quadratic formu-
la or need to know the 
powerhouse of the cell 
after graduation.  How-
ever, that´s not the point.  High school strength-
ens our memory and social skills; those are the 
real benefits that we will carry with us forever.
What some students value most about their ex-
perience is the people they meet along the way; 
others value most their teachers and mentors; 
yet, some fail to understand the impact high 
school has made on them, even if they actually 
have been marked by their journey. José Díaz 
is currently in his senior year of high school, and 
as the countdown to adulthood commences, he 
simply can’t deny the impact Teacher Aida and 
Teacher Tiomadis have made on his life.  Their 
insights on how to become a successful person 
really have made him more assured of his goals 
and aspirations.  All in all, as the end becomes 
clearer and the chapter of this story comes to a 
close, you start to visualize what truly has made 
a difference in your life.  Some of us might see 
these little silver-linings, some of us might not; 
one thing is for sure though, High School will 
be missed!

Irene Alba

THE FINAL COUNTDOWN

BEGINNING OF A NEW CHAPTER
point, and all we can think about is what is 
yet to come, and not what we´ve done to get 
where we are.  All the help we´ve received 
from our loving teachers, all the support from 
our parents. And the strong bond we class-
mates have developed-that I can now call 
family.  These people, this institution, has 
made me who I am today, it molded me into 
the better version of myself and the process is 
still not over, I can´t wait to see how I turn out”, 
mentioned Andrea Defilló.
This is just an example of how amazing this 
road in our lives was, and to discover what 
our next big step will be.
In despite of quarantine, this year was full of 
success, joy, happy moments, laughter, and 
love.  Our bonds grew stronger and tighter af-
ter all.  Our final moments together, created 
memoirs as a group, and were the best.  I´m 
going to hold on to those memories and will 
never let go.

Maria Isabel Bogaert
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PIZZAMANIA
There’re three things in life that none of 
us can avoid: death, taxes, and promotio-
nal activities. Pala Promo is the first of the 
many fundraisers we have for our extracu-
rricular activities, and oh boy, was it an ex-
perience. Going into it, we knew it wouldn’t 
be easy, what we weren’t expecting thou-
gh, was the chaos that would make up the 
night. 
You’d think working at a fast food pizza par-
lor would be a breeze; but in fact, it was 
more of a hurricane. With hundreds of piz-
zas going in and out every hour, hundreds 
of people in need of being served, 13 hour 
shifts, and 36 students trying their absolu-
te best. It really was an interesting sight to 
see to say the least.
With students running up and down the pla-
ce struggling to remember their table’s or-
der, people coming and leaving the parlor, 
and pizza coming out of the oven by the se-
cond -- it looked stressful, because it was.
Despite the mania that was partaking at the 
activity, it did serve its purpose. Thanks to 
the fundraiser, we made a decent amount 
of money to aid us with the senior launch. 
Which pretty much makes up for the whole 
pizza debacle that took place that Thursday 
night. At the end of the day, we learned, we 
grew, and now we will be more prepared for 
our next event. 

Irene Alba
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María Alexandra Bautista
Juan Basanta
Laura Camilo

Alvaro Morales
Ricardo Rodríguez

Máximo Yanez
Orlando Yanez
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CLASES EN ABC EN TIEMPOS DE COVID-19

Testimonios de algunos de nuestros padres!

Como institución, estamos más que agra-
decidos con toda nuestra comunidad 
educativa por el gran esfuerzo realizado 
en conjunto por las familias, profesores y 
las coordinadoras de áreas, en el manejo 
y supervisión de las clases virtuales que se 
llevaron a cabo en medio de la pandemia. 
A ustedes los padres, queremos recon-
ocerles de manera muy especial porque a 
pesar de que han sido momentos muy difí-
ciles para todos, valoramos especialmente 
la dedicación y el empeño de cada uno de 
ustedes para apoyarnos como institución y 

Gracias  a todas las teachers y el equi-
po del ABC por su dedicación, amor y 
esfuerzo para con nuestros hijos!!!! 

Muchas gracias un súper esfuerzo de 
nuestr@s teachers, agradezco el em-
peño y  sobre todo el amor hacia mi 
hijo. He notado todo lo que aprendió 
en este proceso. Muchísimas gracias 
a tod@s!!!

Gracias de todo corazón a todos los 
profesores y directivos del colegio por 
su excelente trabajo y soporte con 
amor y mucha paciencia para hoy ha-
ber podido obtener estos resultados 
maravillosos en nuestros hijos!!! .En 
nombre de mi familia (Ana Gabriela 
Khoury) y el mío propio mil gracias, y 
muy satisfechos con los resultados ob-
tenidos por nuestra hija  se que uste-
des fueron el motor principal. Gracias  

Hermoso gesto! Gracias por tomarse 
el tiempo de crear algo tan bello para 
despedirnos, gracias por sus sacrifi-
cios y esfuerzos, que a pesar de las 
incertidumbres y la desestabilización 
ustedes como institución actuaron de 
manera responsable y a tiempo, lo-
grando así completar el calendario 
académico! 
Thanks for making this awkward time 
smooth and stressless! Take care and 
also enjoy your vacation!!!

Wow............muchas gracias a todas 
ustedes, sin su ayuda no se que hubie-
ra sido de mis babies. Esos momentos 
de las clases de zoom los esperaban 
muy felices y ansiosos. Las extraña-
remos mucho, felices vacaciones tam-

Madre de Pre-Kinder

Padre de Pre-First

Madre de Kinder

asumir con tanto valor la delicada tarea de 
ayudar, reforzar y acompañar a nuestros 
estudiantes.
Fuimos testigos de cómo convirtieron 
sus hogares en verdaderos centros de 
enseñanza y pusieron en evidencia sus 
habilidades de autogestión de su tiempo, 
perseverancia, flexibilidad, en especial la 
resiliencia. Esto nos ha fortalecido permit-
ido una relación más intensa y estrecha 
entre padres, alumnos, profesores y toda 
la comunidad construyendo y creando las 
estrategias necesarias para que nuestros 

estudiantes lograran finalizar con éxito 
esta jornada educativa.
Este año escolar 2020 nunca lo vamos a 
olvidar, no solo por lo que tuvimos que vi-
vir sino, por todo lo que aprendimos y en 
donde descubrimos que la distancia lejos 
de alejarnos nos mantuvo cada vez más 
cerca.

A todos MUCHAS GRACIAS!
Somos una gran familia!  Somos ABC!

bién para ustedes.
 Nos veremos pronto si Dios quiere    
Bendiciones y muchas gracias   

Madre de Pre-Kinder
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MODELO EN TIEMPOS DEL COVID

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

The Nicest Visit from McGill University
Last February, the Americas Bicultural 
School received a student –teacher from 
McGill University. Luckily, she got assigned 
to teach second graders and I had the 
chance to supervise and get to know her. 
Her name is Catherine Isacco, and chose 
our school to fulfill the requirements of her 
internship program, allowing her to finish 
her studies at McGill University.
Catherine worked in the English Depart-
ment during a period of seven weeks, both 
at school and through virtual classes. Her 
sweet nature made it a pleasure to be 
around her. Catherine’s classes were full of 
creativity and innovation, which are exactly 
some of the values of our school. Her previ-
ous experience and background made her 
a brilliant intern, very easy to work with.
My overall experience with Miss Isacco was 
extremely pleasant. Catherine was always 
eager to learn and honored our school’s 
spirit. I was able to see the connection she 
made with all her students and her efforts 
to become a better teacher each day. Dur-
ing our time together I felt proud to see how 
quickly she applied the lessons taught to 
her into her own teachings. I believe Miss 
Isacco will add to the great teachers of this 
world!

La alumna María Amalia Abreu Salado par-
ticipó virtualmente durante el mes de junio 
junto a otros 430 estudiantes del ámbito in-
ternacional en el Aspaen Cartagena Model 
United Nations –Virtual Conference 2020 
(ACMUNC XV).  
Es una estudiante del Americas Bicultural 
School, siendo esta la única institución 
educativa en la República Dominicana en 
participar en dicho evento. 
En su rol de representante de la delegación 
de España en la Comisión de las Naciones 
Unidas del Consejo de Economía y Asun-
tos Financieros (Economics and Financial 
Affairs Council), ECOFIN por sus siglas en 
inglés  trataron temas tales como Caída de 
la bolsa: 2008 vs COVID 19 y La Guerra del 
Petróleo: COVID 19.
Las autoridades que dirigieron dicho even-
to, destacaron la participación de Maria 
Amalia obteniendo el diploma como pa-
cificadora, siendo un ente conciliador y 
aportando importantes ideas para posibles 
soluciones.
Una vez más nuestro ABC se destaca in-
ternacionalmente. 

Felicidades María Amalia!

Last March, T. Denise’s fifth graders com-
memorated Mr. Abraham Lincoln’s life and 
legacy. Students worked very hard in every 
hands on activity and class discussions to 
develop their reading and speaking skills. 

We are very proud of our fifth graders!



6

Dream On 

Mr. President

Promo 2022’s Retreat

On February 24th, 2020, 4th graders from 
T. Isis’ class made a tribute to the first presi-
dent of the United States of America; Geor-
ge Washington. A beautiful reenactment on 
how President Washington came to power. 
They all honored the president by wearing 
handmade hats that represented his po-
pular hairstyle, and of course, no telling of 
Washington is ever complete without the 
cherry blossom story.  All in all, the kids did 
a wonderful job portraying one of the most 
influential people in American history, and 
they should all be immensely proud of the 
work they have done.

Irene Alba

As you may have seen on social media or 
possibly have heard around, ABC’s 10th 
graders got a chance to visit the great Ho-
tel Caribbean Adventure for their annual re-
treat. The purpose of this trip was to create 
a bond between the students and put into 
practice our team building skills. 
As soon as we arrived we were pleasantly 
greeted with an amazing traditional Domi-
nican breakfast (and some cereal for those 
picky eaters, myself included!). Numerous 
activities that were planned for us, inclu-
ding zip lining, kayaking, and seeing some 
adorable animals. 
Kayaking was my absolute favorite activity 
of them all, even though it was quite a diffi-
cult task, I would most definitely do it again! 
Our retreat was an amazing experience, 
one I will never forget!     

Daniela Selmo

On Martin Luther King’s 91st anniversary 
the third grade students decided to come 
together for a special commemoration and 
were able to act out a beautiful play.  to ho-
nor what he did for people all around the 
world.
The presentation began with all of the stu-
dents sitting in their usual chairs mimicking 
a classroom, and one of the children ac-
tually took on the role of the teacher lea-
ding the class. She would ask her students 
questions about who Dr. King was and 
what he did for the country.
Questions arose such as what he was best 
known for, his most famous speech, fami-
ly history, how he defended Rosa Parks 
when she was arrested, etc.  When they 
finished their reenactment, they all stood 

up, held hands, and sang a wonderful song 
about spreading love and not hate.
The parents of these students were spec-
tators in the audience, and they shared 
their opinions about the play with us. One 
mom specifically said she found the play to 
be very informative and useful for her chil-
dren because not only does it teach them 
about the values we need to implement in 
our lives, but also helps them to break out 
of their comfort zone and grow out of their 
stage fright at a young age.
Thanks to The Americas Bicultural School, 
these students will now understand a little 
bit more about the history and importance 
of people like Dr. King and his impact on all 
of us as individuals.

Irena Alba
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Qué es Teachstop?
Es un nuevo programa académico opcio-
nal, dirigido por María del Carmen Iglesias, 
para trabajar con aquellos alumnos de 1er 
a 8vo grado, que necesiten asistencia con 
sus tareas escolares en inglés y español. 
El mismo funciona en nuestras instalacio-
nes en las tardes y tiene como objetivo 
que los estudiantes se hagan responsa-
bles de su propio proceso de aprendizaje 
(Student-Centered Learning),  trabajar en 
la resolución de problemas y desarrollar su 
pensamiento crítico.   
Para conocer más sobre este proyecto ac-
cede a la cuenta de Instagram: @teachstop 
o  contactar directamente enviando un co-
rreo a: teachstoprd@gmail.com.

Carnavarengue 2020

Positive Attitude in Times of Trouble

Teachstop: Sala de Tareas

This year’s juniors were set with the task 
and annual tradition of organizing the 
school’s Carnival. They pulled it off with a 
marvelous success!
Instead of sticking to the same tradition, 
they decided to switch it up; replacing the 
talent show for a live magic show, which 
was pretty interesting. Some of the act 
performed included basic illusions; others 
included more complicated ones, like hyp-
nosis (which I participated). They also had 
other eye-catching performances, like stilts 
and other circus-esque characters.
The theme chosen was Maria Trinidad 
Sanchez, the whole school was decorated 
to look like something from under the sea, 
and coming from a bystander; it looked 
beautiful. Their outfits were colorful and vi-
brant, really setting them apart from previ-
ous Carnivals. This really gave us a small 
taste for what this promotion can do, and I 
for one, am excited to see what else they 
have in store.

Irene Alba

We have been given the opportunity to open our eyes and see things in a new light. A simple, “Good morning, sweetie!” from Teacher 
Mariem as we come into the building or even a, “Where’s your pass?” from teacher Aida, are just of couple of things that we miss. I can 
tell you something I never thought I would say four months ago; “I can’t wait to go back to school!”
As I come to think of it, this pandemic has granted us some time to focus on the important things in life such as our relationships with 
others, and our goals and aspirations for the future. Looking on the bright side, our Earth has had time to breathe! 
In these times of trouble our whole world has taken an unexpected turn and we’ve all been forced to adapt to these changes. Many of 
our plans for the future have been delayed or even diminished, leaving us maybe confused or even sad. We must find strength and be 
grateful for the things we still have and maintain a positive attitude, though it may be hard, it is possible!
I would like to share a method that I have been practicing called,   “Three Good Things”. The whole point of this is to find three things 
in everyday life that made you happy or that you are grateful for. By doing this, you will find that there’s so much more to life than just 
basking in things that we cannot control. 
For more information about the “Three Good Things” practice please visit https://ggia.berkeley.edu/practice/three-good-things

Montserrat Pacheco 
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ABC incursiona en nuevo intercambio educativo 

ABC en Harvard 2020

Este año el Americas Bicultural School 
siendo pionero en los programas de in-
tercambios educativos y siempre buscan-
do las mejores opciones para crear estas 
alianzas y el Palacio de Granda ubicado en 
Asturias, España, se unen para crear una 
nueva opción.
Este es un centro privado, laico y mixto, 
para niños de 1 a 18 años que fue funda-
do en 1975. Está orientado a ofrecer una 
educación bilingüe de calidad, pertenece 
al grupo International School Partnership 
(ISP), un grupo innovador en el sector edu-
cativo, con sede en Londres. 
Palacio de Granda pertenece a uno de los 
100 mejores colegios de España y cuenta 
con amplias zonas deportivas en un en-
clave natural en el centro del Principado 
de Asturias. El programa ofrece a cada 
alumno la oportunidad de alcanzar su ren-
dimiento óptimo haciendo uso de sus ha-

Doce alumnos del colegio ABC representa-
ron el país en una jornada educativa, rea-
lizada en esta universidad, logrando buen 
desempeño y altas puntuaciones por parte 
del jurado.
Alrededor de 3,500 estudiantes del mundo 
participaron en la versión 45 del Annual 
Harvard National Forensics Tournament, 
de la Universidad de Harvard, en Massa-
chusets, Estados Unidos.  
Los estudiantes del colegio Americas Bicul-
tural School (ABC) formaron parte de esa 
cifra. El equipo participó en la modalidad 
‘Public Forum’, obteniendo siete rondas de 
debates en las categorías de “Novice”.
La actividad internacional tuvo como tema: 
‘Si continuar utilizando cupones o dinero en 
efectivo para los beneficiarios del estado’. 
Los alumnos que asistieron fueron Ana Ga-
briela Khoury, Miranda Villanueva, Santia-
go Grullón, Héctor Silvestre, Miguel Sucre, 
Fernando Ravelo, Amaury Sánchez, Roig 
Tavares, Juan Pacheco, Heinrique Vieluf, 
Justin Hidalgo, Salvatore Fiallo, Marlon 
Nolasco y Manuel Fernández, este último 
presidente del equipo de Debate del ABC.
“Fue una extensa jornada de tres días, 
donde Los estudiantes pudieron trabajar 
varios aspectos, como el dominio del tiem-
po, el acceso a la información y sus destre-
zas en discurso y oratoria”,  expresó De-
borah Defilló, coordinadora de Actividades 
Extra-Curriculares del colegio y ‘coach’ del 
Equipo de Debate del ABC.   
Informó que al hacer sus evaluaciones, los 

bilidades e intereses particulares, siempre 
con la finalidad de conseguir lo mejor para 
su futuro. 
El programa incluye la incorporación al 
currículo educativo de dicha institución 
académica y ofrecerá alojamiento en re-
sidencias, comidas, servicios de lavande-
ría y enfermería. Contará con actividades 
extracurriculares de su elección, así como 
salidas de fines de semana para conocer 
el entorno incluyendo Madrid y viaje para 
esquiar a la estación de Baqueira Beret. 
Como institución nos sentimos muy satis-
fechos de haber logrado esta excelente 
alianza pues les permitirá a nuestros estu-
diantes desarrollar y / o afianzar en nuevas 
estrategias y metodologías de aprendizaje, 
así como obtener la oportunidad de una in-
mersión cultural incrementando las habili-
dades sociales necesarias que incidirán en 
su formación personal y profesional. 

jueces asignaron altas puntuaciones a al-
gunos de los alumnos por su desempeño.  
Así mismo, dijo que este evento, recono-
cido internacionalmente como uno de los 
principales entre las universidades del Ivy 
League, se caracteriza por la oportunidad 
que brinda a sus participantes de poder 
interactuar con estudiantes de diferentes 
culturas, así como por fortalecer destrezas 
que adquieren para poder desarrollarse en 
su vida profesional futura.
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An Unforgettable Experience

Celebrating the Year of the Rat

DEEP (Dominican Environmental Educa-
tion Program) is a program that motivates 
young teens to learn about their environ-
ment.  We were  invited to join them for a 
fun filled weekend. We visited mangroves, 
and rivers located in Sabana de la Mar, 
where we also had the joy of practicing bird 
watching and learned about the variety of 
species that inhabit Dominican Republic, 
such as La Garza Real, Garza Azul, and 
Tijeretas, among others.   
Environmental experts taught us Mangrove 
Protocols, in this muddy experience we 
learned to determine the habitat’s amount 
of CO2 and the space they occupy. Ruth 
Bastardo, took us to Yabon River where 
we caught macro invertebrates, becoming 
the first group of people to identify this spe-
cies ever! An activity we enjoyed the most 
was the Bioblitz. We would roam the night 
in search of different species and had the 
opportunity to see them up close.
Amelie Almonte, Dariel Castillo, Rachel 
López and Patricia Morillo are grateful to 
have had the opportunity to take part of 
such a fun educational experience!
Fun fact:   
Mangroves accumulate CO2 helping clean 
up the air we breathe. 
Did you know mangroves are responsible 
for making our air tolerable? They consume 
a lot of the CO2 that we humans release.

The second and fifth graders prepared a 
delightful performance to celebrate the Chi-
nese New Year with the school’s Mandarin 
teachers, Kai-Huang Hsu and Miao Ju Hsu. 
Students dazzled us with a Chinese Drag-
on presentation. Teachers and students 
from different classes as well as parents 
attended.
The decorations used were complete-
ly made from recycled materials by high 
school students. They expressed in Man-
darin the different traditions celebrated on 
their New Year, while someone served as 
the translator for the audience. We learn-
ed about why in China red envelopes with 
money are shared, along with candy, and 
fortune cookies.

The students deserve praise for a job well 
done!

Steven Alcántara & José Eduardo Díaz


